
Hot  Summer  Reads :  
 
What could be better than chilling 
out with a great book during the lazy 
hazy days of summer.  Whether 
you’re on the beach, at the cottage, in 
a hammock in the backyard, or 
simply on the couch, there’s nothing 
better than a good read. 
 



For fashionistas, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art has done it again.  
Following on the heels of the wildly 
popular monograph on Alexander 
McQueen, the Met has published 
the book Schiaparelli and Prada: 
Impossible Conversations.  
Based on the exhibit at the Met, 
it’s a fascinating exploration of the 
similarities between these two two 
icons of style and the two most 



important female Italian fashion 
designers.  Speaking of styling 
duos, Louis Vuitton /Marc 
Jacobs is another book that looks at 
two preeminent designers and traces 
their contributions to the Parisian 
luxury fashion house.  Lastly, 
Advanced Style is based on Ari 
Seth Cohen’s blog of the same 
name.  It focuses on street fashion, 



but on the over 60 set.  Totally 
inspiring. 
 
For art lovers, there’s a brand new 
title in Phaidon’s art and design 
series.  Vitamin Green takes 
sustainability as its focus.  It’s a 
follow up to other hugely popular titles 
in the series, including Vitamin 
P, Vitamin D, Vitamin P2.  
This book is beautiful, intelligent and 



utterly integral to contemporary 
discussions about art and design.   
 
And for just some delicious dining 
over the summer, we recommend 
Sophie Dahls’s follow up to Miss 
Dahl’s Voluptuous Delights, 
Very Fond of Food.  The 
photographs are beautiful, the recipes 
are short and sweet.  It’s the perfect 
thing for an easy summer meal.  



Mary McCartney (daughter of 
Sir Paul) also has a new 
gorgeous cookbook out this summer, 
simply called Food.  It’s full of 
yummy vegetarian delights inspired 
by memories of her mom.  And for 
bbq fans there’s Charred and 
Scruffed, Smoking 101 and 
Eat With Your Hands.  But 
if ice cream’s more your thing we 
love Molly Moon’s Homemade 



Ice Cream and Adriano di 
Petrillo’s Gelato.   
 
When you’re ready to collapse in a 
heap and escape with some good 
fiction, we love the classics.  The 
Brontes, Dickens, and everything 
Austen have been reissued in the 
most gorgeous Penguin classic 
clothbound editions.  For a more 
contemporary spin, try Malice of 



Fortune, an art caper set in 
Renaissance Italy chock-full of 
mystery and intrigue.  Or one of 
most anticipated of summer reads, 
Tigers in Red Weather, is a 
Great Gatsbyesque story that 
exposes dark secrets. Stone Arabia 
by Damon Spiotta is a portrait of 
an artist and a family portrait at the 
same time.  The amazing Rules of 
Civility is new in paper just in time 



for summer. A novel about New 
York high society in the 1930s, 
Amor Towles’ debut novel is sure to 
entertain.  Rebecca Lee’s 
collection of short stories Bobcat 
comes out in August and we can’t 
wait. Autumn Laing by Alex 
Miller is sure to be hot as will the 
latest from David Eggers, 
Hologram For a King. 
 



Happy reading! 


